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About fifteen years ago I had the first occasion 
to observe a Sanskrit lesson conducted in the Direct 
Method by Pt. Keshava Prasad Misra in a class of 
beginners.. It was a rich treat to me. Since then I 
wished very much that there were text books on these 
lines. Subsequently, however, I came accross several 
Sanskrit Readers written according to modern 
educational principles. Some of them were prescribed 
by the Department for classes VI to VIII. But none 
of them fulfilled my expectations, though they con- 
tained much useful matter. Most of them were 
written in imitation of Direct Method English Readers 
and as such they could not maintain the purity of 
Sanskrit style. Now it gives me great pleasure\to 
aoc the right man in the right place. Pt. Keshava 
JVasad Misra is a born teacher and profound 
Sanskrit scholar. His is the purest Sanskrit style 
and he 'has presented the lessons in a most natural 
way. The lessons in his “Sanskrit Sarani’* have been 
very judiciously selected and carefully graduated 
according to the difficult stages. Every lesson in the 
firat j)art is accompanied by a short lesson on 
grarmnur bearing on the declension of such words 
and the conjugation of such roots only as are 
abaolutely necessary for a clear grasp of the text. 
In this part every lesson is also followed by a series 
of questions to ensure preparation of the text by the 
students, 
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In the second part a little more difficult and 
connective passages from the Ramayana, the Maha- 
bharata and similar other standard books have been 
arranged in a progessive order. But grammar has 
been explained at the end of the book in such details 
as the students of Class Vlll can be reasonably 
expected to follow. 

The author seems to have taken great pains in 
his selection and arrangement of these lessons. Like 
a clever bee he has collected honey from the “Nandan 
Kanan'' of Sanskrit literature. These lessons will 
not only teach Sanskrit language and grammar in an 
easy way without much trouble on the part of the 
student; but will also instill into him the essence 
of Hindu culture. Generally students do not relish 
abstract lessons on morality or religion, but I feel 
confident that every student of this book will enjoy 
immensely, particularly the last lesson on^g^^wi^i”, 
which embodies all the ten ‘‘Lakshanas’^ of Dharma 
in pithy sayings but in delicious language. 

Central Hindu School, ^ KALI PRASANNA CHAKRAVARTI 
liENAREs. > Additional Head Master, 

The 2nd Nov,, 19S2, ) Central Hindu School, 
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